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Habitat for Humanity:

Women’s Build

Habitat for Humanity is having
its first Women’s Build. Come
and make history with us on Satur-
day, January 26, 2008! All ladies
are invited to participate and no
construction skills are needed. To
sign up or get more information,
contact Reesa Gillette at 866-3249
or 3sailors@sbcglobal.net.

7T Habitat for Humanity*

The Church Staff says
“THANKS!”

The Pastors and staff personnel
would like to express their sincere
appreciation to the congregation
and the Staff-Parish Relations
Committee for the Christmas bo-
nus donations. We would also
like to say a big thank you for all
the cards, goodies, and gifts that
have been so generously delivered
to the office in the past few weeks.

Friendly Beasts

Thanks to all who donated the
Friendly Beast (stuffed animals.)
Wesley collected over 100 stuffed
animals to benefit The Garth
House, a children’s advocacy pro-
gram assisting in the interview
process of abused children.

Adventure Club
resumes January 9!

Directory Information

Photography sessions are finished and we are putting the directory to-
gether. We still do not want anyone left out! If you we unable to come
for a session, you can still submit a photo of yourself or family.

To submit a photo: 1) Bring your LABELED photo to Mark or Erin
Bunch in the church office OR send the picture to ebunch@wesleyumc.com.
2) If your photo was taken by a professional photographer, other than
Olan Mills, you will need to pick up a copyright release

form for the photographer to sign. Your photo will be re-
turned to you when the directory is complete.
Business Directory Update: If you want to be
listed in the Business Directory, please contact Erin
Bunch at ebunch@wesleyumc.com or 866-1084 as soon
as possible. We will be sending the directory to print
soon. Ads can still be placed on a first come first serve basis for the re-
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maining spaces.

MOSAIC 2008 Calendars ==
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You can still get a great calendar and help a great

cause. The MOSAIC Mission Team is selling 2008

calendars for $10 each. These calendars are high

quality and feature pictures from Mexico and ad-

vertisements from local business sponsors. All M
costs have been underwritten, so 100% of your $10

supports supplying clean drinking water to our orphanage in Tuxpan, Ve-
racruz, Mexico. Calendars are available in the church office.

Looking For A Few “Guest Chefs”

Do you have a favorite recipe that you would like to share with
" your church family? If so, we would love to have you come
and be a “guest chef” on a Wednesday night. Deb-
bie Sims will do the shopping and purchase the
- - _ needed ingredients, and then Debbie, along with
/L‘/%\ _— her faithful volunteers, will help you slice,
I °§ SN Cdice, sauté, or whatever needs to be done to
2 %wget your favorite dish ready by 5:00 p.m.! Call
?\\/ Debbie Sims at 751-4725 if you are interested.

The people of Wesley United Methodist Church are called to know God and to make God known.



From Our Pastors
2008 - Any Space Available?

As many of you know, | enjoy receiving newspa-
per cartoons. Over the years, several folks have
clipped some real comical ones and sent them to me.
One of those was from the "SHOE" comic strip and
featured a conversation between two "birdy" charac-
ters in a medical setting that went like this:

"Mr. Loon, | have the results of your brain scan."
"Okay, Doc... Give it to me straight: What's it say?"
"Space Available!!!"

Perhaps the sender was trying to tell me something! Nevertheless, I've
laughed at it ever since. It also started me thinking: Sometimes having
space available can be a very good thing. Let's look at that thought on
2 levels:

First, if you've had to circle the block on a Sunday morning in search
of a parking place here lately, having space available (or lack of) may
have crossed your mind. With the onset of down right cold weather some
of our older folks are having trouble because they are parking a long dis-
tance and then having to walk. If you're able to park further away and
leave the close-up spots for our folks who might be visiting our church or
for those of our family who physically need a close-up spot, it would be
greatly appreciated.

But now concerning having space available, let me ask it on a deeper
level, ""In looking at 2008, is there room within? Do we as persons
have any space to offer to others and to God as we deepen our relation-
ships with them this new year?"

Again, overcrowding can be a problem. If we are too preoccupied
with our own prejudices, worries, jealousies, there is little room for God
and for others' feelings, concerns, and needs. When our heart is filled
with many negatives, then where can the love be? For God often comes
to us as a stranger--in people, places and relationships where we least ex-
pect to see Him.

May | encourage you to make room by sifting through and sorting out
those "negatives” that which takes up your insides and make sure to keep
only the "positives"”; those things which are worth keeping (such as lov-
ing your neighbor and speaking well of others, etc.). 2008 will still have
its struggles; however, our attitude may make all the difference.

See you in your spot this Sunday as we begin this new year together.
We’ll celebrate John Wesley’s Covenant service in worship.

“‘@J{dﬁf

P.S. Next week’s Circuit Rider will have a summary report of 2007! It
was a great year. Thanks for making it so! (See next page too!!!l)

News

In Appreciation

The District Committee that
staged the annual Apportionment
Dinner wants to thank each and
every individual and group that
helped to make our most recent
effort a rousing success.

Over 150 folks from Wesley
worked together, some for several
months, to make our Dinner and
Auction a winner. Thanks to the
several Sunday School classes that
donated food, time, decorations,
etc., and to the many individuals
that contributed likewise.

The evening’s fun and food net-
ted almost $28,000 to help pay ap-
portionments for struggling
churches, help the Bishop’s
‘Nothing But Nets’ program, and
to pay other items for the South-
east District.

Again, thanks to Wesley. You
always come through.

Thanks to You: Every
Drop Counts

-to every child -to every grand-
mother -to every father -to every
sister -to every friend -to every
loved one...who needs your blood
donation—Your Gift of Life—
during this holiday season. Com-
mit to Life. Donate Blood. Blood
donors are the source of hope for
hospitals and patients. The medi-
cal miracle lies inside you!

Thank you to those of you who
donated last Sunday (and those
who tried!) and to the 10 of you
who registered to become marrow
donors. If you missed the drive,
remember that you can donate at
the Lifeshare Blood Center on
Laurel at any time; be sure to tell
them you are donating for Wesley
United Methodist Church.
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News and Coming Events

Angel Tree Thank You

The youth group would like to
thank all of the church members
who helped support the Angel Tree
this year by donating presents for
253 needy children in the Beau-
mont area. The children from
Child Protective Services, local
foster children, and Boys’ Haven
residents all had a brighter Christ-
mas morning because of your
loving
gifts!

The United Methodist Women’s
pecans were sold in a flash!!! Next
year, we’ll have more faith and
order more cases for Christmas.

Our Christmas dinner was a real
treat. We had great food and fel-
lowship. The Candy Cane Legend
was presented by Beth Anderson,
with a candy treat to go with it.

Our officers for 2008 were in-
stalled by Janice Carpenter, past
Conference Treasurer. The new
officers are:

President: Lynda Follmer
Vice-President: Shirley Sturm
Secretary: Nancy Adams

Treasurer: Elizabeth Pittman
Spiritual Growth: Marion Godwin
Membership: Betty Kovar

Social Outreach: Icylene Wainwright

Mission Recognition pins were
presented to Lee Heidman, Shirley
Sturm, and Rev. Robert Besser.
Lynda Follmer received the
“President” pin.

Our first unit meeting of 2008
will be Sunday, January 6, in the
Parlor, at 2:00 p.m.

Growing Disciples by Training Church Leaders

2008 Lay Leadership/Ministry Team Training:
Sunday, January 13, 2:00 p.m.
at Wesley United Methodist Church
All church leaders, ministry chairs or teams are urged to attend.
Administrative Workshops include:
« How to Lead a Meeting
o Lay Leader
« Trustees
« Staff-Parish Relations Committee
« Stewardship
« Structures and Issues of General and Jurisdictional
Conference
« What are our Social Principles?
Ministry Workshops Include:
« Bible Study Overview
« Congregational Care Ministries
« Children’s Ministries
« College-Age Ministries
o Emmaus Ministry
o Prayer Ministry
o Summer Camp Visions and Dreams
o VBS Preview
« Mission Opportunities in Southeast Texas
o Website Ministry for Churches---the Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly
« Youth Ministry Idea Swap

Southeast District Annual Lay Speaking

Ministries Training Event 2008

Saturday, February 9, 9:00 am & Sunday, February 10, 2:00 pm
at Wesley United Methodist Church
Registration Fee: $30 (Includes materials and lunch)

COURSES OFFERED:
1. Lay Speaking Ministry: Basic Course

Instructors : Rev. Alan Van Hooser, Sara Brown, Tom Abbage
2. Lay Speakers Lead in Worship*

Instructors: Dr. Richard Burnham, Roy Follmer
3. Lay Speakers Lead in Evangelism*

Instructor: Rev. Wanda Bess
* These are advanced courses for those having completed the “Basic
Course” in any of the last 3 years. To keep certification current, you
must take a course every three years.

Register by January 10, if possible,
by contacting the Southeast District Office at 409-833-9510.
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Children’s Ministry @l College & Young Adult Ministry

Parent’s Night Out | Our WUMC College Students Need YOU

* Q- _ .
January 4 * 6:00-10:00 p.m. The College Ministry team has been hard at work find-
e Ni . . ing our college students and letting them know that they
Rarent s Night -OUt 'S an oppor r\&—&/ are NOT forgotten and still VERY MUCH a part of
tunity for your children, nursery 4/ Ptheir church. Would like to helo? U
through 5th grade, to enjoy an eve- eir church. Would you like to help? Here are a

. . . couple of ways:
ning at the church with their . .

out. Cost is $5.00 for each child. praying every day for a partlc_ular student...and Ie_ttlng

. them know you are praying for them. (We will make the connection.
Come to the Praise Center entrance , )

. . You don’t have to already know one!) You may send an occasional card
and sign your children up for a . . ; .
: or email. The relationship may develop into phone calls. You would cer-

great evening. If you have any tainly off ' during stressful ti We all k that's th
questions, please contact Rev. Pam ainly offer extra prayers during stressful times. We all know that’s the

) best thing you can do.
Besser at 892-7733. BE AN EDUCATIONAL MENTOR-—For this, you would be paired
Confirmation with a student who is majoring in your field of expertise. This would
Meeti ng give them someone who has “been there done that” and survived. It may
involve help with a test or class or even class selection suggestions. You
Sunday, January 6, 2008 may offer to let them shadow you when they are home. (Do | really want
Time: 4:00 — 5:30 pm to do this for a living?) Do you love what you do? This is your chance
Place: Meet in the Parlor to share it with a young person.
We will be helping serve If you feel led to participate in either of these programs, please contact
communion to the shut-ins. Lisa Stewart at 791-1779 or lisaj.stewart@marykay.com

o F inf tion, tact Al St t
Youth Ministry T tasewart@vwesleyure.com
Parent & Youth Dinner This Week'’s Schedule
and Info Meeting Jan. 6- Sunday School at 9:15 & 10:30 am

Sunday, January 6 Parent & Youth Info Meeting & Dinner

5:00-7:00 PM 5:00-7:00 pm |
At the Youth Center Jan. 7- Crosstalk Beaumont @ Burger King 6:30 am
Jan. 9- Youth Boost: Question Mark Bible Study
Ever wondered what the youth 6:00-7:00 pm

group does? Have you ever
wanted to go on a U.M. Army or Question Mark

Big House mission trip? Come O'“ E@ YO UTH Bible Study
and explore how to get connected q

with the youth at Wesley! Parents, ~ Wednesdays @
youth, and other interested adults (o) BI BLE Youth Center
are invited to this special Cajun N 6:00-7:00 pm
meal and meeting. RSVP if possi- : :

ble, but otherwise, we’ll see you Ifly(/ou’ve ever WISheﬁ
there! you knew more about the

Bible, you will get a lot

out of our Wednesday Bi-
G d" ble studies that will focus on the book of Mark. We will use music, skits,
et Informe 0" | and movie clips to illustrate and connect the stories in Mark with our
lives today.
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New For Women...

Lunch with the Lord— Al
women are invited to join this
group led by Kathy Haskins which
will start with “Mocha on the
Mount,” an unconventional look at
the Sermon on the Mount and the
Beatitudes, shattering precon-
ceived notions about what Christ
teaches us in the address he deliv-
ered more than two-thousand years
ago. Thursdays from 12:10—
12:50 p.m. in the Parlor beginning
on January 17, and feel free to
bring your own lunch or snack if
you are short on time.

Fountain of Faith— A new
Bible study for women will meet
in the Parlor each Tuesday starting
January 8, from 9:30—10:30 or
11:00 a.m.. The study will be
“Faith Lessons on the Life and
Ministry of the Messiah.” Alyson
Stewart will lead this series of les-
sons which uses the history and
culture of the time to reveal new
meaning in scripture.

-~ For more information, contact Kathy Haskins
Ad u It M N ISt ry at khaskins@wesleyumc.com

Wednesday’s Mid-Week Boost

Dinner starts at 5:00 p.m.—delicious food and fascinating company.
But what’s new on Wednesday evenings for adults? It begins again on
January 9, 2008, and there are some wonderful classes and studies—
something for everyone, any age, any interest.

New in January...

Deeper Connections—Starting with The Miracles of Jesus—an in-
depth look at the miracles of Jesus which will open your eyes to their im-
pact on the lived he touched, what they reveal about God’s heart, and
their significance to us today. (Room 106)
When God’s People Pray— Prayer can change lives and circum-
stances like nothing else can. What are the keys that unlock its power,
turning a prayer from mere activity into a vital ink with God and all his
resources? Learn truths about prayer in sessions like “God’s Heart for
Us,” “Obedience in Prayer,” and “Why Prayer Matters.” (Room 108)
Grief and Loss— No matter how much we wish it weren’t so, we
cannot just “get over it” when dealing with grief and loss. Those who are
grieving the loss of a loved one can feel alone and misunderstood. This
group will help anyone coping with such a loss to find ways to ease the
pain, helping to care for yourself and allow yourself to grieve. (Parlor)
Continuing from the Fall...

Some groups which began in the fall will continue. Though they have
been meeting since fall, these groups welcome any interested newcomers
when Wednesday programs begin again on January 9.

e Rev. Elvis Davis’_Old-Fashioned Prayer Meeting in Room 101

« NOOMA video series in Room 103 with Kim Hood

« Rev. Josh Hale’s Passionate Worship in Room 202

Which one sounds like the perfect place for you? Come! Join!

Monday Evening Bible Study:

The Death & Resurrection of the Messiah

This group continues the very popular Faith Lessons series with “The
Death and Resurrection of the Messiah.” Placing emphasis on the lives,
places, customs, and society of the people of ancient times, this study will
focus on the last week of Jesus’ life, his death and resurrection, and the
Holy Spirit’s visit on Pentecost. A ten-week session, it will be another
remarkable look at scripture through the eyes of those who lived it.

The Monday Evening Bible Study group meets in the parlor at 6:30
p.m. each week, sharing food, fellowship, and learning together from the
Word of God. All adults are encouraged to join them starting on Mon-
day, January 14.
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Our Faithfulness

Our Attendance

Sunday Worship December 23

8:00 a.m. 144
9:15a.m. 226
10:30 a.m. 500
Total 870
Sunday School December 23
Children 144
Youth 41
Adults 190
Total 375
Christmas Eve Worship
4:00 p.m. 988
6:00 p.m. 621
11:00 p.m. 231
Total 1840

Staff

Our Gifts

2007 Church Budget $1,260,966
Needed Each Week 24,249
Received This Week 37,894
Needed Year-to-date: 1,236,699

Received Year-to-date: 1,201,859
Difference (short) (34,840)

Non-Budgeted Gifts Received:

Sharing Our Faith $12,710
Building Funds 235
Memorial - Budget 405
MOSAIC 207
Missions 50
Choir Fund 25
Hospitality Fund 50
Society of St. Stephen 1997
Monthly Debt Service: 10,539
Sharing Our Faith News:

Total Pledges: $ 3,390,438
Total Received: 1,829,555
Balance: 1,560,883

Rev. Robert Besser, Pastor Alyson Stewart Beau Hicks
rbesser@wesleyumc.com Director of Youth Ministries Facilities Manager
753-3952 home, 790-2748 cell astewart@wesleyumc.com bhicks@wesleyumc.com
291-2233 cell 892-2595 home
Rev. Mark Bunch, Pastor
mbunch@wesleyumc.com Noel Turner Bruce Klumpp
866-1084 home, 781-0357 cell  Director of Music Ministries Lynette Klumpp
nturner@wesleyumc.com Custodians
Rev._EIvis Davis, Pastor 861-1751 home Dwight Peirce
edavis@wesleyumc.com _ _ Orvalee Husband
866-4296 home Gail M_chl_Ion _ Organists
Administrative Assistant
Rev. Pam Besser gmcmillon@wesleyumc.com Erin Bunch
Children’s Minister Director of Communications
pbesser@wesleyumc.com Reba Sonnier ebunch@wesleyumc.com
753-3952 home, 790-3858 cell Director of Congregational Care .
rsonnier@wesleyumc.com Aleta Gibbs
Rev. Josh Hale 892-5525 home, 656-5371 cell Nursery Coordinator
College & Young Adult Minister agibbs@gtr.com
924-9987

jhale@wesleyumc.com
751-4154 home, 790-9844 cell

Tina Sanford

Financial Secretary

Preschool & Mother’s Day Out

880-7252 work tsanford@wesleyumc.com 892-7012

Kathy Haskins Debbie Sims Linda Carroll
Director of Adult Ministries Kitchen Coordinator Preschool Director
khaskins@wesleyumc.com dsims@gtr.com Kay Bender
892-2905 home, 790-3549 cell 751-4725 home MDO Director
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Memorials

Due to publication deadlines,
memorials are printed a week after
their submission to the office.

Gifts as of December 16, 2007

Budget Fund

In Memory of Belle Roll
By: Anonymous Giver

In Memory of Kathleen Garrett
By: Wayne D. Haglund

In Memory of Joe Connors
By: Nell Clark

In Memory of Otimiece Todd
By: Nell Clark

In Memory of Haywood Perkins
By: Nell Clark

Scout Fund

In Memory of Bill Jenkins
By: Mr. & Mrs. J.C. Giglio
By: Bill Munro
By: Don & Cindy Hall
By: Mark & Kim Bellard
By: Nell Clark

In Memory of Chris Summers
By: Nell Clark

Congratulations on
the birth of Madison
Grace Gault on No-
vember 29, 2007.

Her parents are o)
Stephen & Rachel

Gault, grandparents are Bobby &
Sherry Tisdale, great-grandparents
are Tommy & Ange Hebert.

Congratulations on the birth of
Ethan Michael Foster on Decem-
ber 13, 2008. His parents are Mi-
chael & Trilby Foster and grand-
parents are Steve & Eileen Garrett,
and great-grandparent is Sherrill
Garrett.

Congratulations on the birth of
Ty Wesley Landry on December
19, 2007. His parents are Darrin &
Missie Landry and he is the grand-
son of Mable & G.A. Matthews.

N4
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Communion
Training

There will be a brief training
session on January 16, at 5:30
p.m., in the Sanctuary, for all those
who have or would like to serve
communion in future services.

Building
Reservation &
Calendar Updates

Due to the increased
usage of our church
buildings, we are
requesting to have a
contact person from each church
group to come to Gail in the
church office to fill out a building
usage form. This request is not
only for all outside groups that use
the buildings anytime, but also for
church groups that use the build-
ings. Whether it’s a one-time
event or a recurring event, we
would like to have a completed
form on file for each group as soon
as possible. It will be very benefi-
cial for the church staff and your
cooperation is very much appreci-
ated.

Sanctuary Gifts

Each week on the altar in
the Sanctuary, a candle
burns 24 hours a day, all
week, in honor or in memory of a
loved one. In 2008, we will be
honoring two requests per week for
the Sanctuary Lamp. The cost to
reserve a slot is $5. If you have
specific dates in mind, contact Gail
McMiillon in the church office to
reserve your special date.

Special thanks to Carl Johnsen
Florists for donating the altar flow-
ers for worship each week.

Sunday, January 6

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:15 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
2:00PM
4:00 PM

5:00 PM
5:00 PM
Monday
6:30 AM
7:00 AM
8:30 AM
9:00 AM
1:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

5:30 PM

7:00 PM

January 7

7:00 AM

Tuesday, January 8

9:00 AM
9:30 AM
5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
730 PM
730 PM

12:00 PM

Wednesday, January 9

7:00 AM
9:00 AM
12:15PM
4:00 PM
415PM

5:00 PM
545PM
6:00 PM

700 PM
730 PM

7:45 AM

Thursday, January 10

9:15 AM
12:00PM
12:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

7:00 PM

700 PM

700 PM

730 PM

730 PM

10:00 AM

8:30 PM

Friday, January 11

700 PM

Saturday, January 12

7:00 AM
6:00 PM
730 PM

To know God and to make God known

430 PM

Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

Contemporary Worship, Praise Center

Sunday School, Classrooms

Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

Second Hour Sunday Classes, Classrooms

United Methodist Women Meeting, Parlor

Confirmation Class, Meet in Parlor
Delivering Communion to Shut-ins

Knitting Group, Room 102

UMYF, Dining Hall & Youth Center

Beaumont Crosstalk, Burger King

United Methodist Men Breakfast, Dining Hall
Attendance Volunteers, Workroom

Counters, Conference Room

Staff Meeting, Conference Room

Cub Scouts - Tiger Cubs, Youth Center Red Room
Worship Committee Meeting - Contemporary, Choir Rm
Boy Scouts, Youth Center

Cub Scouts (Webelos | & Wolves), Youth Center
Preschool & MDO Classes Resume

Southeast District Report Day, Youth Center

Fountain of Faith (Women's Bible Study), Parlor
Health Care Ministry Team Meeting, Room 108
Worship Committee Meeting - Traditional, Room 104
Children's Council Meeting, Room 108

College Ministry Team Meeting, Room 104
Outreach/Publicity Ministry Team Meeting, Room 102
Girl Scout Leaders Meeting, Youth Center Red Room
Staff-Parish Relations Committee Meeting, Parlor
AA Meeting, Room 112

Al Anon Meeting, Room 101

Sour Lake Crosstalk, Day Break Café

Circuit Rider Volunteers, Teacher's Workroom

Communion, Sanctuary

Prayer & Card Ministry Meeting, Conference Room

King's Kids Choir Practice, Choir Room

Mid-Week Boost

Dinner: Soup Night, Salad Bar, & Dessert, Dining Hall

Handbell Choir Practice, Sanctuary

Children's Adventure Club, Adult Bible Study Classes,
Youth Boost, Old Fashioned Prayer Meeting

Chancel Choir Practice, Choir Room

North Major & St. Francis AA, Rms. 101, 104, 106, & 112

Preschool Chapel, Sanctuary

Brown Bag Bible Study, Parlor

Senior Games Day, Youth Center

UMW - Deborah Circle, Parlor

MOSAIC Mission Meeting, (2593 Sunflower Lane)
Overeaters Anonymous, Room 102

Cub Scouts - Webelos 11, Youth Center Blue Room
Praise Band Practice, Praise & Worship Center Gym
AA Meeting, Room 112

Al Anon Meeting, Room 101

Cole/Stroud Rehearsal & Dinner, Sanctuary & Dining Hall

Emmaus Team Mtg, Rms. 102, 104, 106, 108, 112, & Sanc.
Cole/Stroud Wedding, Sanctuary
St. Francis AA Meeting, Room 106 & 112
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Happy Birthday!

Listed are those of our church family who are celebrating a birthday next week. Keep these persons in your
prayers for that day. Let’s pray in unity for each other! It is our desire to have every Wesley member’s birth-

day listed. If your birthday is not listed, please inform the church office.

January 6
Mark Goforth
Penny Hobbs
Jake Miller
Brock Schroeder
Hellen Snyder

January 7
Mary Beuhler
Max Brown
Lindsey Erickson
Carly Lewis
Perry Mason
Jo Page
Jennifer Roebuck
Roy Scheets

January 8
Chris Mayfield
Sherry Wanca

January 9
Thomas Bunch
Jerry Gaspard
Jason Moses
Gladys Parrish

January 10
Mary Fox
Aleta Gibbs
Kirk McBride
Donald Still

January 11
Roy McLeod
Logan Morreale

January 12
Leslie Maddox
Ann McClanahan
Bree Pruitt



